
Not only has The Norwood Resource (TNR) published a 
number of articles on its website, demonstrating that the 
GAB Alliance and The Wilderness Society ignore the facts 
in order to mislead a caring and giving community, 
comments from key stakeholders demonstrate support for 
the exploration program.  
 
The campaign is based on misinformation 
and suppression of free speech. 
 
The misinformation spread by the GAB Alliance and some 
in the media is contrary to the facts and the comments 
of key stakeholders. For example: 
 
“From the outset I wish to state that it is not 
a policy of Council to oppose drilling or oil 
and gas production.  This seems to have been 
the interpretation of some media as a 
consequence of our submission.” 
Victor Harbor Council CEO, Graeme Maxwell’s opening 
statement at the Senate Inquiry into oil or gas production in 
the Great Australian Bight. 
 
“….. all the member councils unanimously 
support the activities and that we can see that 
even in their exploration phase there will be 
social and economic benefit to our region, 
and then if it turns into production it could 
be, as I said, transformational.” 
Councillor Bruce Green, Mayor, City of Port Lincoln, and 
President, Eyre Peninsula Local Government Association at 
the Senate Inquiry into GAB oil/gas exploration. 
 
“..The ongoing task then is to ensure BP's 
commitments are sustained - and we are very 
confident the government regulator - 
NOPSEMA - will do that.” 
Part of a comment by Brian Jeffriess, CEO, ASBTIA 
(Australian Southern Bluefin Tuna Industry Association) – 
the main fishery in the GAB, (see: 
http://indaily.com.au/news/2016/03/04/bp-opens-sa-oil-rig-
base-while-it-awaits-green-light/) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brought to you by The Norwood Resource (TNR) 
 

      
Our mission: 
 
1.To assemble and disseminate factual, scientific and 
verifiable information about the environmental impacts 
of oil and gas exploration and production to the media 
and the community at large. 
 
2.To actively challenge and counter misinformation 
about the impacts of oil and gas exploration and 
production on the environment. 
 
3.To inform key media personnel about the 
environmental regulations under which the energy 
industries operate and the care with which they 
research and maintain best environmental practices. 
 
4.To establish and maintain a centre of expertise about 
the oil and gas exploration and production industries 
and best practice environmental protection knowledge 
and outcomes. 
 
Website: www.thenorwoodresource.org.au 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/TheNorwoodResource 
Twitter: @NorwoodRes 
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 Can you  
believe the  

Great Australian 
Bight (GAB) 

Alliance? 
 

Some quotes by Paul Watson, founder of the Sea 
Shepherd Conservation Society, a member of the 
GAB Alliance and key participant in the 
upcoming campaign: 
 “If you don’t know an answer, a fact, a 
statistic – make it up on the spot” 
“There’s nothing wrong with being a terrorist” 
(Souce: AZQuotes – Paul Watson quotes) 
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Would you trust 
a pirate? 



The Great Australian Bight (GAB) Alliance, consisting of a 
number of activist environmental groups such as The 
Wilderness Society, Sea Shepherd Australia, the Bob Brown 
Foundation and Oil Free Seas-Australia, has mounted a 
campaign to try to stop the approval of BP’s exploration 
drilling program in the Great Australian Bight.  This flyer 
counters the misinformation used in that campaign. 
 
Is the eNGO campaign against the Bight 

drilling program deceptive? 
(https://thenorwoodresource.org.au/2016/03/09/is-the-engo-
campaign-against-bps-bight-drilling-program-deceptive/) 
In this article, TNR notes several instances in which The 
Wilderness Society’s South Australian Campaign Director, 
Peter Owen, has misinformed the community: 
 
1.Firstly he claimed: “BP is treating the Australian 
community and indeed the Australian Senate with 
contempt”. How can planning ahead be contempt? BP have 
to take the risk of installing infrastructure before approval of 
the drilling program in order to meet their licence 
commitments to the government (hence the Australian 
community).  Further, genuine stakeholders (those who 
operate in the area or live adjacent to it) such as ASBTIA 
(Australian Southern Bluefin Tuna Industry Association) 
have stated in the media: “At every stage, BP has been 
responsive and transparent and we are supporting the 
drilling operation.” 
 
2.Peter Owen claims that the GAB is a “pristine 
environment” but has also claimed that drilling and seismic 
activity will destroy this “pristine environment”. Given 
122,000 line km of seismic surveys were acquired and 12 
wells drilled in the region up to 2011 and approximately 
44,000 sq km of 3D during late 2011 to early 2015 how can 
he claim a destructive impact from seismic and drilling 
while also calling the area “pristine”?  What impact has all 
that activity had on the area? NONE – and Peter Owen 
confirms this by still calling the area “pristine”! 
 
3. Wilderness claim: “There are serious concerns about BP 
drilling for oil in the Great Australian Bight whale 
nursery”. Note Wilderness’ use of the word “in” because BP 
is definitely NOT proposing to drill for oil in the Great 
Australian Bight whale nursery. Their drilling area is 
actually 260km away from the Head of Bight whale 
calving (nursery) area. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.Another claim is that “Our fishing industry would be 
permanently damaged, our tourism wiped out”. This claim 
lacks credibility given it has not happened in the Gippsland 
Basin, Otway Basin (offshore Warrnambool) nor the NW 
Shelf (even after the Montara oil spill) and the main fishing 
association in the region (ASBTIA) is supportive of the 
drilling program (see point 1). 
 

In conclusion, TNR would suggest that it is eNGOs like 
Wilderness and hence the GAB Alliance who are treating 
the Australian people with “contempt”, by misinforming 
them.  
 

GAB Alliance sets 'sail' in sea of 
misinformation 

(https://thenorwoodresource.org.au/2016/07/25/gab-alliance-
sets-sail-in-sea-of-misinformation/) 
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While TNR members have every respect for and are 
protective of the environment, we do question the 
misinformation, myths, scaremongering and distortion of the 
truth peddled by the Great Australian Bight (GAB) Alliance. 
Examples of members and friends of the GAB Alliance’s 
disingenuous claims include: 
1.The aforementioned impact of seismic surveys.  In 2012 
KI Dolphin Watch claimed seismic surveys “could have a 
detrimental effect upon whale watching (even in Victor 
Harbor – 650km east of the drill area?) and lead to a 
decline in this crucial element of the region's economic 
activity.” Did this happen? NO!  
However, this has not stopped them claiming exactly the 
same impacts 4 years later! 

 2.Oil Free Seas – Australia, a member of the GAB Alliance 
claimed in late 2014/early 2015 that the whale strandings 
that occurred on Yorke Peninsula were caused by seismic 
surveys in the Great Australian Bight.  On the contrary, a 
NOPSEMA investigation of all the facts and based on 
extensive feedback from many groups, concluded there was 
"no evidence to suggest there was a likely correlation 
between offshore petroleum activities undertaken in the 
region and the strandings." 
 
In conclusion, the GAB Alliance objective of demonising 
the petroleum industry and sanctifying renewables ignores 
the fact that renewables are heavily dependent on petroleum 
and mineral resources (how could a wind or solar farm be 
built without steel, coal to make the steel, gas to make glass, 
concrete, etc?).  Their claims also ignore that fact that 
society's quality of life would be dramatically reduced 
without the use of petroleum products. The community 
deserves a balanced debate about the inevitable 
transition to a sensible energy mix and the 
misinformation, myths, scaremongering and distortion of 
the truth peddled by many environmental eNGOs should 
not be allowed to compromise our future. 
 
GAB Alliance now censors information 

(https://thenorwoodresource.org.au/2016/07/28/gab-alliance-
now-censors-information/) 
In response to Peter Owen’s claim that the GAB is still 
“pristine”, a TNR member, Robert John, placed the 
following comment on the GAB Alliance’s Facebook Page: 
"Interesting that Peter Owen states the Bight is 'pristine' - 
that's after 122,000 line km of seismic surveys were 
acquired and 12 wells were drilled up to 2011 and then BP 
and others acquired 44,000 sq km of 3D seismic coverage 
in the GAB during late 2011 to early 2015. What impact 
did all that activity have on the environment? Peter Owen 
of Wilderness, by saying the area is still 'pristine' confirms 
the activity had zero impact!" 
The GAB Alliance removed it and TNR has evidence that 
comments on GAB Alliance member sites have also been 
removed. 
 
This action of deleting a person's (very balanced) 
comment and banning him from further comment 
demonstrates that the facts (ie the truth) are too 
inconvenient for the GAB Alliance! 

 


